
Message from Superintendent 

Dr. Christine Johnson 
Hoboken Public School District 

DATE: November 4, 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

I was made aware of a “Bike to School” event that is set to take place on Monday, November 7th. 

Please be advised that this event is not a district sponsored activity.  

 

While I support the overall concept of a community bike ride to school, I have to acknowledge 

both safety and logistical concerns. 

 

When I was made aware of this event in September and again in October, I provided a number of 

suggestions to make it more safe, efficient, and inclusive. For example, I recommended that the 

event first take place as a sort of dress rehearsal on a day that our schools are closed. This would 

allow for families and children to become more familiar with the route. I also indicated that it 

would be great to host it on a day that schools are closed because we could offer a session on 

bike safety, and even discuss the logistics of storing bikes and helmets on the day of the actual, 

live event. Further, maybe even breaking this up by grade level bands would help with planning 

and implementation. Perhaps, a little more thought into an event as such could have included 

specific accommodations for our special needs population.  

 

These suggestions were not taken into consideration. Understand that we have just over 3100 

students in the district. The logistics alone at arrive and dismissal time require grand 

coordination and planning. At this time, we cannot store bikes inside the school. There are bike 

racks outside of our schools. Yet, these will need to be used on a first come first serve basis. We 

certainly do not have enough bike racks for all of our students in every school. If your child does 

participate in this event, please be prepared to bring your child’s bike back home with you if 

there is no storage. We cannot be responsible for large numbers of bikes that are not secured with 

a lock.  

 

Most important, I am concerned about safety. Heavy rush hour traffic consisting of both cars and 

buses on a weekday morning in Hoboken, particularly traffic near and around our schools is very 

real situation. It is my understanding that streets will not be closed and their will not be police 

escorts. As you know, we have children that come to school for our early morning breakfast 

program and some that make their way to school without an adult. I am concerned that there may 

be little to no supervision for a number of children on the bike route for those that choose to join 

early or join without a parent or guardian.  

 

In closing, it was important to share my concerns with you. While this event is not linked to the 

Hoboken Public School District, we are the largest PK-12 educational entity in the city and it 

will affect our arrival and dismissal procedures. I do hope that in the future, an endeavor such as 
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this include our recommendations in order to make this event as inclusive and safe as possible 

for all children.  

 

 
 

 


